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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children and Young People Commissioner refused entry
to Bimberi youth prison to speak with young people and exercise the commissioners’
functions and powers

The ACT Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children and Young People Commissioner Ms
Vanessa Turnbull-Roberts is dismayed today that she has been refused the right to enter
Bimberi Youth Prison during normal business hours to provide oversight and meet with
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people detained at the prison.

The Commissioner has the right under section 153A Access to detenfion places which
provides that:

A commissioner exercising functions under the Human Rights Commission Act 2005,
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people commissioner or
the Ombudsman may, at any reasonable time, enter a detention place for the
purpose of exercising the person’s functions under this Act.

The Director General has issued a direction that the Commissioner and other oversight
agencies are only able to attend to perform their functions between 4pm and 5pm on
weekdays.

The Commissioner said today:

" We are gravely concerned at this attempt to restrict the powers and functions of the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children and Young People Commissioner’s Office. |
have been attending the prison each week to talk with children and young people and to
provide oversight of the conditions of detention. Attending the prison is crucial to ensure that
our children and young people know there is safety attending each week, and if there is a
breach of their human, cultural and fundamental rights, that there remains independent
oversight, and | can intervene.

It is vital that oversight agencies can visit at any reasonable time, to understand what is
happening in the prison, for example whether education and other services are being

provided appropriately or if young people are being locked down during the day, or if there

is any use of force or abuse used towards children and young people. We must also be able

fo respond to urgent concerns raised with us by young people. Restricting the fime that we

may Visit severely impacts our ability to perform our functions. It raises more questions than it D
does appropriate solutions. b =
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Allowing oversight agencies to undertake their functions without arbitrary restrictions is critical
to ensuring fransparency and accountability of prisons and avoiding horrific abuse of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children that we know can happen when there are not
eyes on our kids.

Having time to speak with and visit all the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people
at Bimberi is vital to protect the cultural rights and safety of our vulnerable children and
young people in detention. There remains no cultural safety in the prison.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people are vastly overrepresented at
Bimberi Youth Prison and numbers continue to rise. Restricting visits o one hour in fotal late in
the afternoon severely limits our ability to have private and confidential conversations with all
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people who wish to speak with Commissioner
Turnbull-Roberts and / or her delegates.

I am dismayed and disappointed that this direction was made without any consultation with
my office.”
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